




56  BLACK VELVET CANYON
Two summers later, Jorge and I were back in Black Velvet 
Canyon, this time with a fully stocked camp right in the dry 
riverbed at the base of the wall. We had humped in large 
loads, with canned food and beer to last for weeks. Occasion��
�D�O�O�\�����I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���Z�R�X�O�G���S�R�S���L�Q���I�R�U���V�X�Q���E�D�W�K�L�Q�J�����V�N�L�Q�Q�\���G�L�S�S�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�F�D�P�S�¿�U�H���S�D�U�W�\�L�Q�J�����,�W���Z�D�V���D���O�L�I�H���R�I���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�O�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G��
�E�\���S�R�V�W���R�Q�H���R�¶�F�O�R�F�N���H�I�I�R�U�W�����Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���9�H�O�Y�H�W���:�D�O�O���Z�H�Q�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��
�V�K�D�G�H�����,�Q���W�K�H�V�H���W�L�P�H�V���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���Q�R���U�D�Q�J�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���E�R�O�W�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G���Q�R���F�D�P�S�L�Q�J���U�X�O�H�V�����2�Q�H���G�D�\�����D���G�U�L�]�]�O�H���W�X�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D���W�R�U��
�U�H�Q�W�L�D�O���À�R�R�G���W�H�D�U�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���F�D�Q�\�R�Q���O�L�N�H���U�D�J�L�Q�J���F�K�R�F�R�O�D�W�H���¿�Y�H��
�I�H�H�W���G�H�H�S�����:�H���K�D�G���D�E�R�X�W���������V�H�F�R�Q�G�V���W�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
trouble, throw our climbing gear into the tent and drag the tent 
�W�R���V�D�I�H�W�\���R�Q���K�L�J�K�H�U���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����0�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�Q�Q�H�G���J�R�R�G�V���D�Q�G��
beer were swept away and deposited under gravel somewhere 
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���R�X�U���F�D�P�S���D�Q�G���/�D�N�H���0�H�D�G�����,�¶�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���I�R�U�J�H�W���P�\���F�X�O�W�X�U�H��
�V�K�R�F�N���W�K�D�W���Q�L�J�K�W�����D�V���Z�H���G�U�R�Y�H���L�Q�W�R���W�R�Z�Q���W�R���U�H���V�X�S�S�O�\���R�X�U���I�R�R�G����
with the cheesy neon glare intruding upon our desert solitude.

Our reason for camping in the canyon was to work on 
another climb. At this time there were no routes to the left 
of Epinephrine on the main portion of the Black Velvet Wall. 
Randy Grandstaff had told us that he’d completed an aid climb 
linking the three prominent discontinuous cracks on the wall. 
But earlier in the spring, Jorge and I had attempted the route 
he’d described and realized that he’d rapped off after only 
two pitches. That reconnaissance gave us a close view of the 
angle and features of the face, and we believed that it could 
be a great free climb. Again, we’d need a lot of bolts, and that 
�P�H�D�Q�W���Z�H�¶�G���Q�H�H�G���O�R�W�V���R�I���¿�[�H�G���U�R�S�H�V�����/�L�W�W�O�H���E�\���O�L�W�W�O�H�����R�Y�H�U���W�K�H��
period of a couple of weeks, we pushed upward a pitch a day, 
until we’d completed all 12 pitches. Then we cleaned the ropes 
and made a continuous free ascent, climbing all the way to the 
summit of the peak, to please our alpine instincts. Because we 
had used more bolts and more siege tactics than ever before, 
we were being categorized as naughty “turkeys” by the climb��
�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����$�Q�G���W�K�L�V���U�R�X�W�H���Z�D�V���R�X�U���G�U�H�D�P���F�R�P�H���W�U�X�H�����7�K�X�V��
we chose to name it “Dream of Wild Turkeys”.

�2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V�����-�R�U�J�H���D�Q�G���,���F�U�H�D�W�H�G��
�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���P�R�U�H���K�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����O�R�Q�J���U�R�X�W�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���9�H�O�Y�H�W���:�D�O�O�����L�Q��
�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���6�R�X�U���0�D�V�K�����*�R�E�E�O�H�U���<�H�O�O�R�Z���%�U�L�F�N���5�R�D�G�����5�H�I�U�L�H�G���%�U�D�L�Q�V����
�D�Q�G���3�U�L�Q�F�H���R�I���'�D�U�N�Q�H�V�V�����2�X�U���J�R�D�O���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���U�R�X�W�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q��

rather than on route ascension. Climbers are very aware of the 
aesthetics of their style of route ascension. Was a route com��
pleted fast, with no falls, no rests, no beta, minimal gear, and 
with a positive emotional connection between the partners? 
�7�K�H�V�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���U�D�W�H���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���D�V�F�H�Q�W�����,�Q���R�X�U���I�R�F�X�V��
on route creation, Jorge and I took an engineering approach. 
�:�K�D�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���H�[�S�H�G�L�H�Q�W���Z�D�\���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���U�R�X�W�H���W�K�D�W��
others would enjoy? We called it “route installation”. Aid, no 
problem. Siege tactics, no problem. But our intent was that the 
end product be long, continuous and free. And fun to repeat! 
We never imagined that our routes would become so popular, 
but they started seeing many ascents by a wide variety of 
�F�O�L�P�E�H�U�V�����2�X�U���U�R�X�W�H�V���W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���E�H���R�I���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�\�����Z�L�W�K��
�V�R�O�L�G���U�R�F�N���D�Q�G���O�R�W�V���R�I���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�H�G���H�O�L�W�H���F�O�L�P�E�H�U�V����
�$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����Z�H���P�D�G�H���V�X�U�H���R�X�U���U�R�X�W�H�V���Z�H�U�H���Z�H�O�O���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G����
which made them appealing to weekend warriors, as well. 

Two very noteworthy climbs were established on Black Velvet 
Wall after Jorge and I completed the bulk of our activity. Fiddler 
�R�Q���W�K�H���5�R�R�I�����:�R�Q�G�H�U�O�\�����(�J�E�H�U�W�����5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V�����������������L�V���D���P�D�V�W�H�U��
�S�L�H�F�H���R�I���U�R�X�W�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���J�X�L�G�H���V�X�E�V�H��
�T�X�H�Q�W���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�O�D�Q�G���R�I���F�O�L�P�E�L�Q�J��
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����,�W���L�V���Q�R�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G���Z�D�U�U�L�R�U�����$�Q�G���5�R�F�N���:�D�U�U�L�R�U��
���+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q�����6�P�L�W�K�����1�R�U�G�E�O�R�P�����������������K�D�V���H�Y�H�Q���O�H�V�V���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
�,�W���Z�D�V���S�X�W���X�S���L�Q���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���S�X�V�K���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���¿�[�H�G���U�R�S�H�V���R�U���D�L�G�����7�K�X�V��
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���D�V�F�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���K�D�G���W�R���E�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�E�O�H���W�R���G�R�Z�Q���F�O�L�P�E��
�V�W�H�H�S�����W�U�L�F�N�\���������������Z�L�W�K���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���I�D�O�O�V���O�R�Q�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���N�L�O�O���W�K�H�P�����L�I��
�W�K�H�\���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�W���D���G�H�D�G���H�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���U�R�X�W�H���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�����,�W���L�V��
a strong statement of commitment to the “Emboldened Rule”!

Today we see Summerlin spilling over into Red Rock Canyon. 
�/�D�V���9�H�J�D�V���K�D�V���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���H�G�J�H���R�I���%�O�X�H���'�L�D�P�R�Q�G��
Hill, and development is in the making for the top of the Hill. 
Bonnie Springs is building custom homes a few miles from the 
mouth of Black Velvet Canyon. Oliver Ranch is becoming a fa��
�F�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���V�F�K�R�R�O���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����$�Q�G���W�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���W�U�D�I�¿�F���L�Q���5�H�G���5�R�F�N��
grows and grows. The illusion we had in 1978 of an eternally 
pristine Red Rock is coming to a disappointing end. Even as 
its wilderness character fades, climbers can still climb, and I 
hope they do so with an appreciation of the variety of historical 
elements that have clashed and melded to make the Red Rock 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�R�G�D�\��

The �rst attempt at Dream of Wild Turkeys .  
Jorge Urioste at the hanging bivi.


