





56 BLACK VELVET CANYON

Two summers later, Jorge and | were back in Black Velvather than on route ascension. Climbers are very aware of the
Canyon, this time with a fully stocked camp right in the dpasthetics of their style of route ascension. Was a route com
riverbed at the base of the wall. We had humped in largeleted fast, with no falls, no rests, no beta, minimal gear, and
loads, with canned food and beer to last for weeks. Ocaaitloa positive emotional connection between the partners?
DOO\ IULHQGY ZRXOG SRS LQ IRUTKKNYHEBOKERQQ WWUQ Y\HGW B 5LTXIDIDQ @&
FDPS¢UH SDUW\LQJ ,W ZDV D OL Idd réute Rredtidp,LIQrde bnd Ot@pk@mMebdrn@erir) @uprieath (
E\ SRVW RQH RYFORFN HIIRUW ZKHKQW) KHVIMWKHHRR VDD 6 [ 3 H G WHIQYW RDW
VKDGH ,Q WKHVH WLPHV WKHUH @athetsiwo@dRenjpprQMertallsd i rom& ingtalaioR’ ONN, InQ J
DQG QR FDPSLQJ UXOHV 2QH G D \prdbled . SieheQddtios] Xdpgobl@n. IBQH\WURInEn¥WRshat the
UHQWLDO ARRG WHDULQJ GRZQ WeKdprédnah&lGhgOcbmikliousDaddl Ged. Ard RIF ® G:pealH
IHHW GHHS :H KDG DERXW V H F RQrewer imaginéithaR dup dolitds Wokilel b&cBride Idapapular,
trouble, throw our climbing gear into the tent and drag thettémty started seeing many ascents by a wide variety of
WR VDIHW\ RQ KLJKHU JURXQG O0RFOWPREIHW K H 2JQ QRIGWIHRR B/ H QR@IBG WR
beer were swept away and deposited under gravel som&\R&®d. G URFN DQG ORWYV RI H[SRVXUH
EHWZHHQ RXU FDPS DQG /DNH OHBGGLWIRQEYBY RUPBWHV KX B VRXWHL
VKRFN WKDW QLJKW DV ZH GURY whichQnade therR ZpPealing tdweekeXdnididraR as wellR R
with the cheesy neon glare intruding upon our desert SQI'ItUdvery noteworthy climbs were established on Black Velvet
Our reason for camping in the canyon was to work on  Wall after Jorge and | completed the bulk of our activity. Fiddle
another climb. At this time there were no routes to the lefQ WKH 5RRI :RQGHUO\ (JEHUW 5LF
of Epinephrine on the main portion of the Black VelvetV&@ILHFH RI URXWH FUHDWLRQ VSHFL¢F
Randy Grandstaff had told us that he'd completed an aidgiflQwW SDUWLHYV WKURXJK DQ HPRWL
linking the three prominent discontinuous cracks onthe WIS HULHQFH ,W LV QRW IRU WKH ZHF
But earlier in the spring, Jorge and | had attempted the rol@UULVRQ 6PLWK 1RUGEORP K
he'd described and realized that he’d rapped off afteronlyy zDV SXW XS LQ D VLQJOH SXVK ZL
two pitches. That reconnaissance gave us a close view ¢gfthéi ; UVW DVFHQVLRQLVWY KDG WR |
angle and features of the face, and we believed thatitcQ(l§ HHS WULFEN\ ZLWK SRWHQWLD
be a great free climb. Again, we'd need a lot of bolts, angMati\ IRXQG WKHPVHOYHY DW D GHDG

PHDQW ZHYG QHHG ORWYV RI ¢[H Galdifigstaterhbriofceniifren? to MV oldné i RUI
period of a couple of weeks, we pushed upward a pitch oﬂ%gve see Summerlin spilling over into Red Rock Canyon.

il we’ mpl Il 12 pitches. Then we cleaned th
until we'd completed all 12 pitches W 9HJDV KDV H[SDQGHG WR WKH HD

and made a continuous free ascent, climbing all the wa

summit of the peak, to please our alpine instincts. Beca d development is in the making for the top of the Hill.
had used more bolts and more siege tactics than ever B&% e Springs is building custom homes a few miles from the
we were being categorized as naughty “turkeys” by the i of Black Velvet Canyon. Oliver Ranch is becommg afa
LQJ FRPPXQLW\ $QG WKLV URXW ‘g‘«; Lér ﬁBBRﬂ%EE Yl Q7 iSRS
we chose to name it “Dream of Wild Turkeys”. grows and grows lusion we in 1978 of an eternally

pristine Red Rock is coming to a disappointing end. Even as
2YHU WKH FRXUVH RI WKH QH[W lik4yilderReds\charfiddittied, Qlimbers dadaIMéImg, and |
VHYHUDO PRUH KLJK TXDOLW\ O Rghé theR doWdWith Briapptécidtichtbane v aletydhBtorik4
FOXGLQJ 6RXU ODVK *REEOHU <H&emMénE thathaleNiasit® &nd meiddd totrfakdeHd RédRYc
DQG 3ULQFH RI 'DUNQHVYV 2XU JR@[Q;H{IRJEX{‘QH:Q RRPWREW\H FUHDWLRQ



